Johnson and Johnson Settles Six
Risperdal Boy Breast Lawsuits, Hundreds
of Cases Pending
Prominent witnesses may have spurred resolution; plaintiff’s
lawyers at Sheller, P.C. discuss the settlements in video
I do think that settlement had something to do with the fact that a former chief of the
FDA was able to reveal what Johnson and Johnson didn’t want the public to see
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For the second time in two weeks, Johnson and Johnson (J&J) came to the bargaining table with motivation to settle
national bellwether lawsuits (1,2) over injuries to boys and young men allegedly caused by its once blockbuster
drug Risperdal. (3)
The six confidential settlements may have been prompted by subpoenas requiring J&J’s CEO Alex Gorsky to testify
in the first three cases (4) and plans to call former FDA Commissioner David Kessler, M.D., to testify in several of the
other cases by plaintiff’s lawyers at Sheller, P.C. (5)
"I do think that settlement had something to do with the fact that a former chief of the FDA who served under both
Republican and Democratic presidents was able to reveal some of what Johnson & Johnson didn’t want the public to
see," said Sheller, P.C. trial attorney Brian J. McCormick. Jr. (6) McCormick and Sheller attorney Claudine
Homolash were preparing to select a jury on Thursday morning in the third trial case when the settlement was
finalized.
Risperdal is an atypical antipsychotic drug originally approved by the FDA for psychotic disorders such as
schizophrenia and bipolar mania, but not, at that time, for children. Boys prescribed the drug claimed in the lawsuits
they developed breasts that, in a number of cases, required mastectomies or other reconstructive surgery. (3, 4)
Risperdal was approved for children in late 2006. Sheller attorneys are now petitioning the FDA to revoke that
approval. (7) The FDA is accepting public comments. (8)
According to Law 360 LexisNexis, attorney Stephen Sheller said he thought J&J made a smart business move by
deciding to settle the cases rather than risk what he described as “an atom bomb” in the form of a jury's potential
damage award. (6)
Dr. Kessler, chief of the FDA for seven years, and also a pediatrician, wrote in his expert report "The promotion of
non-approved uses by a manufacturer, because it undercuts the system and safeguards of drug regulation, is
concerning. The promotion of non-approved uses in the most vulnerable children of powerful drugs is most

concerning. Janssen's promotion of Risperdal, a powerful drug, for non-approved uses in the most vulnerable
children is deeply troubling." (9)
Risperdal had been a profit center for the drug company with global sales peaking at $4.5 billion as its top seller in
2007, according to Bloomberg reports. (10)
In the past several years, J&J has faced a number of legal challenges involving Risperdal. The New York Times
reported last month that J&J agreed to pay $181 million to resolve claims by 36 states and the District of Columbia for
promoting the drug and the similar formulation Invega for unapproved uses. (11) Previously, juries in Arkansas ($1.1
billion), Louisiana ($258 million) and South Carolina ($327 million) have decided that J&J illegally marketed the drug.
(12,13,14)
A statement from J&J subsidiary Janssen said “Since the early 1990s, Risperdal has improved the lives of countless
people throughout the world who suffer from the devastating effects of serious mental illness.” (3)
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About Sheller, P.C.
Sheller, P.C. represents plaintiffs injured by drugs and whistleblowers reporting pharmaceutical industry wrongdoing.
The firm's defective drug and medical device attorneys are currently litigating cases involving J&J’s DePuy metal on
metal hip implant injuries, (15) and J&J’s antibiotic Levaquin and ruptured tendons. Other matters under investigation
by Sheller attorneys include dialysis using the FDA recalled (17) GranuFlo and NaturaLyte compounds at Fresenius
and other dialysis centers as reported by the New York Times (18,19) and Allergan Lap-Band systems (20,21).
Details can be found on Sheller.com.
In practice since 1977, Sheller, P.C. has challenged some of the largest corporations in the country including
tobacco, auto, and drug and medical device manufacturers. As counsel in three of the largest whistleblower
settlements in U.S. history totaling over $4.2 billion (22,23,24), the Sheller whistleblower leadership teamcontinues to
represent whistleblowers in other cases across the country.
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